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Dear Parents/Guardians,

I want to thank you for your patience and understanding over the past few weeks as the Minneota Public School District developed its distance learning plan.  We realize 
that a new normal now exists in education, and our staff has been working hard to ensure our students will continue to be supported emotionally and educationally 
through this new delivery model.

Our teachers have discovered some of the best ways to connect with your children remotely and to provide them with high-quality educational experiences.  We know 
there will be some challenges with distance learning, and I want to encourage you to contact your teachers if you need assistance.  If you are still experiencing any 
difficulties, your principals will also be available by e-mail or telephone.

As you read through our distance learning plan you will notice it is organized with general district information, and then it gets specific to each school- elementary and 
high school.  We have made every attempt to make our plan user friendly, but if you find any part of the plan confusing, please do not hesitate to call the school at 
507-872-6532.  Even though these are trying times, I am confident we can resume our students’ learning in partnership with our staff, parents and community.

Sincerely,
 
Dan Deitte
Superintendent of Schools
daniel.deitte@minneotaschools.org
507-872-6532 



Governor’s Executive Order 20-19
Pursuant to Minnesota Statutes 2019, section 12.21, subdivision 3(11), I 
authorize and direct the Commissioner of Education to implement a distance 
learning period beginning on March 30, 2020 through May 4, 2020 (“Distance 
Learning Period”). 



Distance Learning
The purpose of the distance learning period is to provide continuity of education toward during the 
COVID-19 pandemic while also preserving the health, safety, and lives of Minnesota’s students, 
educators, and the broader public. 

During the Distance Learning Period, public school buildings and facilities must be closed for typical 
in-school instruction. 

During the Distance Learning Period, all public schools must provide continuous education based on the 
distance learning plans developed during the Closure Period directed by Executive Order 20-02. 

I authorize the Commissioner of Education, in consultation with the Commissioner of Health, to extend 
the Distance Learning Period for the remainder of the 2019-20 school year calendar if it is deemed 
necessary for the health and safety of students and staff. 



Distance Learning cont.
This order applies to all schools as set forth in Minnesota Statutes 2019, section 12.12, subdivision 
3(11). I continue to encourage tribal and nonpublic schools to fulfill the spirit and directives of this 
Executive Order. 

During the Distance Learning Period and per applicable labor agreements, school districts and 
schools must allow for remote work or telework to the extent possible. To the extent that it is 
necessary for teachers and staff to be physically present in school buildings, school districts and 
schools must provide conditions for staff in compliance with MDH Guidance on social distancing.



Child Care - Before & After Care
● As part of Governor Walz's emergency executive order, school districts will provide childcare 

for healthcare and emergency personnel workers. 
● School-age children are ages 4 to 12 who are currently enrolled in our district. 
● Hours generally run from 7:45-3:30, Monday through Friday
● Children in the childcare program will be in classrooms/spaces by age groups keeping groups 

small, and activities will be circulated into a variety of classrooms/spaces.
● The new emergency childcare program is available at no cost to eligible families.
● Distance Learning will be incorporated in some capacity during childcare hours. More 

information will be emailed to parents as it becomes available.
● The following link provides a full list of emergency workers whose children qualify for this care: 

Emergency Workers
● Please call Minneota Public Schools @ 507-872-6122 for questions regarding childcare services 

or email Nicolle Johnston: nicolle.johnston@minneotaschools.org

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ji6Tafpi2vyPlsV8P5nGjLb6nJGbkLTD/view?usp=sharing
mailto:nicolle.johnston@minneotaschools.org


Nutrition
Minneota Public Schools ensures that meals will be available to all students 
who need them through a grab-and-go or delivery method.

If you would like more information about the food program we are currently 
running, please contact Cari Pohlen (cari.pohlen@minneotaschools.org). You 
may also call the school at (507) 872-6122

mailto:cari.phlen@minneotaschools.org


Mental Health Supports
Our new learning environment is a change for everyone. With that, we understand this change could 
cause anxiety and increase worry for our students. As School Counselors/Social Workers, we are here to 
help guide and reassure that you are not alone in this journey. We have provided our information and 
crisis lines to assist you if you are needing support. Please do not hesitate to contact us with any 
questions, concerns, or worries you may have. We are here to listen and help you. 

Staff is available to help with social, emotional, mental health, and academic needs during this time.

Angela Lauer, 7th-12th Grade School Counselor - angela.lauer@minneotaschools.org

Amber Rodas, PreK-6th Grade Social Worker - amber.rodas@minneotaschools.org 

24 hour Mental health Crisis information:
- Western Mental Health Mobile Crisis 1-800-658-2429
- Minnesota Crisis Text Line, text MN to 741741
- National Suicide Hotline 1-800-273-8255

mailto:angela.lauer@minneotaschools.org
mailto:amber.rodas@minnetoaschools.org


Attendance & Truancy
High School:  
Students are expected to check-in to each class, every day.  Students who don’t check-in and participate 
in the Distance Learning will be marked as an unexcused absence. 

Elementary School: 
To ensure your child is engaged in his/her learning, we will be taking daily attendance. Teachers will be 
uploading tutorials and independent work for the students to complete. Completing the daily 
assignments (and submitting them to the classroom teacher) ensures that your child will be counted as 
‘present.’ The work can be completed anytime throughout the day – including evening hours. Teachers 
will check for completed work the next morning, and attendance for the prior day will be taken.

If your child does not login and complete the task(s), the day will be counted as an unexcused absence. It 
is critical that your child complete the necessary work. We will do everything possible to answer 
questions or address your concerns, but supporting your child’s education during this final quarter is 
very important. I will contact you directly if there are concerns regarding your child’s attendance. Please 
contact Cindy Novotny if your child is sick and is unable to complete the assigned work. 
(cindy.novotny@minneotaschools.org) 



Special Education - Individualized Education Programs
● As we are provided more guidelines regarding due process and paperwork during this time, special 

education staff and related services personnel will be contacting families to discuss individualized 
Distance Learning plans (IDLPs) for each student on an IEP. 

● Individualized Distance Learning Plans (IDLPs) will be developed for all students receiving special 
education services under IDEA (Part C (ages birth - 2) and Part B (ages 3-21) to ensure that each 
student is able to access instruction, including related instructional materials, and is still provided a 
Free and Appropriate Public Education in light of his/her unique circumstances.

● The content and timing of instruction  will be based upon the individual student’s IEP as amended 
through an addendum in conversation with parents or the full IEP team.

● Students who need paper-pencil will be in contact with the SPED teacher and delivering materials to 
the students home will occur as needed. In addition, students and their families will have access to 
pick-up materials at the school. 



504 Plans

Minneota District students have a right to a free and appropriate public 
education (FAPE), and any student who has a 504 plan currently in use will 
continue to receive their education - with the accommodations and 
modifications that have been agreed upon by the parent/guardian and the 
school district. 

Please contact the 504 coordinators with any questions you may have: 

Angela Lauer - Secondary School
angela.lauer@minneotaschools.org 

Jen Mahan-Deitte - Elementary School
jen.mahandeitte@minneotaschools.org 

mailto:angela.lauer@minneotaschools.org
mailto:jen.mahandeitte@minneotaschools.org


English Learners
Students in the elementary and high school will participate in language lessons that address 
grade-level concepts and support the students’ classroom teachers. These lessons will be in the form 
of vocabulary development and content comprehension.  

EL students will also participate in lessons that address their individual needs in listening, reading, 
writing, and speaking.  (Programs like Khan Academy, Read Theory, K12 reader, Have Fun Teaching, 
YouTube, Epic, and Breaking News English may be used). 

During these daily meetings, students will also be able to confer with Stephanie Guza, our ESL teacher.  
She will provide additional feedback, help students set goals, and monitor their progress.  Additional 
homework support will also be provided for all students K-12.   

Stephanie Guza

stephanie.guza@minneotaschools.org 

 

mailto:stephanie.guza@minneotaschools.org


Tech Support
If you are in need of help with an application or login, please contact your student’s teacher first. We will 
be compiling some troubleshooting resources here: Tech Support Folder The document will be added to 
as common issues pop up.

If your student’s device is in need of repair or is not functioning properly, please contact the technology 
department:
Devann Shultz - devann.shultz@minneotaschools.org (Monday-Friday)
Lois Dero - lois.dero@minneotaschools.org (Tuesday-Thursday)

Or call the school @ (507) 872-6175. We can perform basic troubleshooting at a distance. 

If a device is in need of physical repair, it may be dropped off in the main entrance (When Directed). There 
will be a 24-hour quarantine on that device before any repairs will be done. Students should notify their 
teachers if they will be without a device because of repairs. 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=18eVfp3Rw-1HvKBl4335OkrzjZmMQ27jp
mailto:devann.shultz@minneotaschools.org
mailto:lois.dero@minneotaschools.org


Need for Internet Access 
We are partnering with local internet providers in an effort to provide internet 
access to any family that does not currently have access. Please make sure 
that your child’s teacher is aware that you do not have internet access. They 
will relay this information to our technology staff as they work closely with 
local internet providers. In the event that we are not able to coordinate 
internet access, your child will receive an alternative means for participating in 
Distance Learning. 

The following link provides information about Internet options in Minneota 
and the surrounding area: Internet Options

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1tJ3fEJhvE3tALFlvPpAEDciSFdT7P3Bv5ybD1hyHYCA/edit?usp=sharing


PSEO and Concurrent Enrollment
The School Counselor, Ms.Lauer, will be in contact with current PSEO students 
and students earning college credit through MHS classes. Communication will 
occur through email and google classroom. Students are expected to check 
these platforms daily.

Students who are interested in PSEO and college credit classes at MHS for 
next year should continue to be in contact with Ms. Lauer. Information will be 
shared through email and google classroom. Students should check these 
daily and reach out to Ms. Lauer if they have questions. 

Ms. Lauer - angela.lauer@minneotaschools.org 

mailto:angela.lauer@minneotaschools.org


Information/Resources from MDH
The following link will provide information regarding the most recent health guidelines from the 
Minnesota Department of Health: MDH Guidelines

How can you ensure that you are helping to slow the spread of COVID-19? 

● Wash your hands frequently.
● If soap and water are not available, use a hand sanitizer that contains at least 60% alcohol. 
● Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth with unwashed hands.
● Avoid close contact with people who are sick.
● Put distance between yourself and other people if COVID-19 is spreading in your community. 

This is especially important for people who are at higher risk of getting very sick. 

https://www.health.state.mn.us/diseases/coronavirus/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/specific-groups/high-risk-complications.html


Elementary Staff
Principal/Curriculum Director
Jen Mahan-Deitte
jen.mahandeitte@minneotaschools.org 

School Nurse
Robyn Minnehan
robyn.minnehan@minneotaschools.org 

Nutrition Coordinator
Cari Pohlen
cari.pohlen@minneotaschools.org 

Child Care Coordinator 
Nicolle Johnston
nicolle.johnston@minneotaschools.org 

Administrative Assistant
Cindy Novotny
cindy.novotny@minneotaschools.org 

School Social Worker
Amber Rodas
amber.rodas@minneotaschools.org 

Special Education 
Hollie Thompson
hollie.thompson@minneotaschools.org

Cindy VanKeulen
cindy.vankeulen@minneotaschools.org 

Kristy Peterson
kristy.peterson@minneotaschools.org 

mailto:jen.mahandeitte@minneotaschools.org
mailto:robyn.minnehan@minneotaschools.org
mailto:cari.pohlen@minneotaschools.org
mailto:nicolle.johnston@minneotaschools.org
mailto:cindy.novotny@minneotaschools.org
mailto:amber.rodas@minneotaschools.org
mailto:hollie.thompson@minneotaschools.org
mailto:cindy.vankeulen@minneotaschools.org
mailto:kristy.peterson@minneotaschools.org


Elementary Staff - Continued
Early Childhood 
Melinda Stiklestad
Caitlyn Sonnenburg

Kindergarten
Lisa Hart
Karen Dalager

First Grade
Kim Gades
Amanda Crowley

Second Grade
Sue Buysse
Kristy Schumacher

Third Grade
Sarah Stassen
Heather Webskowski

Fourth Grade
Diane Gillingham
Sherri Schultze

Fifth Grade
Bree Anderson
Keven Larson

Sixth Grade
Kaley Buysse
Samantha Pies - Nancy Dilley (long-term sub)

Music
Mary Kaye Rabaey

Physical Education
Joel Skillings

Title 1
Nancy Nordquist
Renae Hanson +Tech

Art
Scott Hanson



Secondary Staff
Principal
Jeremy W. Frie
jeremy.frie@minneotaschools.org

School Nurse
Robyn Minnehan
robyn.minnehan@minneotaschools.org 

Nutrition Coordinator
Cari Pohlen
cari.pohlen@minneotaschools.org 

Child Care Coordinator 
Nicolle Johnston
nicolle.johnston@minneotaschools.org 

Administrative Assistant
Allyson Breyfogle
allyson.breyfogle@minneotaschools.org

High School Counselor
Angela Lauer
angela.lauer@minneotaschools.org

Special Education 
Nicolle Johnston
nicolle.johnston@minneotaschools.org

Sara Boerboom
sara.boerboom@minneotaschools.org

mailto:jeremy.frie@minneotaschools.org
mailto:robyn.minnehan@minneotaschools.org
mailto:cari.pohlen@minneotaschools.org
mailto:nicolle.johnston@minneotaschools.org
mailto:allysong.breyfogle@minneotaschools.org
mailto:angela.lauer@minneotaschools.org
mailto:nicolle.johnston@minneotaschools.org
mailto:sara.boerboom@minneotaschools.org


Links & Resources

Talking to Kids about the Coronavirus

Mental_Health_COVID-19

Managing_Anxiety&Stress_COVID-19

https://childmind.org/article/talking-to-kids-about-the-coronavirus/
https://namimn.org/support/mental-health-support-and-information-on-covid-19/
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prepare/managing-stress-anxiety.html

